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Al-Saudi stressed the importance of supporting small
and medium-sized enterprises: describing them as a
key driver for absorbing job seekers and generating
sustainable employment opportunities aligned with
workers’ skills and capabilities.

He said educational institutions must fundamentally
redesign curricula around skills development rather than
memorization and rote learning.

“The teacher’s role must also be redefined:” he said.
“Teachers should become facilitators of learning
mentors. and developers of critical thinking rather than
mere transmitters of information.”

He added that educators should make greater use of
students’ local environments and experiences to build
competencies while helping learners acquire practical
skills values: and knowledge.

Al-Saudi emphasized that improving teacher preparation
programs has become a national necessity because
meaningful educational reform both begins and ends
with the teacher.

“In today’s world: the teacher is the curriculum: the
learning environment the facilitator. and the guide.” he
said. “Teachers are capable of developing educational
content that reflects the needs: abilities: and labor market
requirements of students in different regions of the
country.”

A New National Vision for Education

Al-Saudi said discussions about the future of education
cannot be separated from the 2030 Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs): particularly Goal 4¢ which
calls for inclusive: equitable. and high-quality education
while promoting lifelong learning opportunities for all.
He added that education is also closely linked to Goal
8. which promotes decent work and economic growth:
Goal 9. which focuses on industry and innovation: and
Goal 10« which seeks to reduce inequality.

According to Al-Saudic education is no longer simply a
public service.

“It has become the primary engine of economic: social:
politicali and cultural development because it shapes

well-rounded individuals equipped with knowledge:
skills¢ and values.”

He argued that Jordan’s next phase of educational reform
requires adopting a comprehensive national vision based
on several strategic priorities.

These include modernizing curricula to reflect future
skills. digital transformation: and artificial intelligence;
integrating Al applications throughout all educational
stages; strengthening vocational and technical education
by linking it directly to the needs of the national economy;
developing a national system for measuring learning
outcomes and competencies rather than relying solely
on examination results; and establishing transparent
national standards governing recruitment. performance:
and achievement.

He also stressed the importance of investing in teachers’
continuous  professional development; promoting
scientific research: innovation: and entrepreneurship:
and expanding lifelong learning opportunities to ensure
that technological progress does not create new forms of
illiteracy.

From Quantitative Expansion t
o Qualitative Excellence

Al-Saudi said Jordan possesses a strong foundation of
highly qualified professionals and educational expertise.
“What the country needs now:” he said¢ “is a white
revolution in education that moves the system from
quantitative expansion to qualitative excellence.”

He explained that education should place greater
emphasis on recognizing students’ individual differences:
identifying their talents and multiple intelligences: and
guiding them toward the most suitable secondary and
higher education pathways.

Al-Saudi argued that Jordan must move beyond simply
teachingknowledge toward producingknowledge; beyond
consuming technology toward creating it; and beyond
graduating job seekers toward preparing entrepreneurs
capable of generating employment opportunities.

“The objective is not merely to produce graduates looking
for jobs:” he said. “It is to prepare opportunity creators
who generate new employment: contribute to national
development: and strengthen Jordan’s competitiveness
globally.”

He stressed that the decline in illiteracy should not
be viewed as the end of the journey but rather as the
beginning of a far more demanding stage.

“The countries that will lead the world in the coming
decades will not necessarily be those with the largest
numbers of graduates.” he said. “They will be those with
the most innovative minds and the greatest capacity to
adapt to rapid change.”

According to Al-Saudi: Jordan possesses all the necessary
ingredients to achieve that vision.

“The Jordanian people have exceptional capabilities:
determination: and a genuine commitment to education:
while the country’s leadership has demonstrated a strong
commitment to progress development: improving living
standards. and achieving the Sustainable Development
Goals.”

He concluded by emphasizing that Jordan must carefully
assess present realities; anticipate future challenges and
make bold decisions to invest in people.

“Human capital will always remain the nation’s
most valuable and inexhaustible resource and the
true foundation of sustainable development and
comprehensive national progress.”

Rising Public Awareness

Education expert Abeer Agqeel said the decline in
Jordan’s illiteracy rate reflects growing public awareness
and citizens’ increasing commitment to learning through
various available means; whether through traditional
classroom education or modern digital applications and
online platforms that have significantly expanded access
to knowledge.

Speaking to Sada Al-Shaab: Aqeel said technological
advances have enabled virtually anyone to access
diverse learning resources through visual content: audio
materials; and practical demonstrations.

She noted that platforms such as YouTube have become
valuable educational tools benefiting people of all ages
and backgrounds.

Drawing on her own experience: Aqeel said that while
producing interactive educational lessons for students
on YouTube: she observed remarkable engagement
from mothers—particularly those with limited formal
education—who regularly watched videos explaining
how to teach children letters and numbers so they could
better support their children’s learning at home.

She added that parents’ active involvement in following
their children’s education both inside and outside the
classroom has encouraged many mothers to improve

their own literacy skills.

“The desire to understand what their children arelearning
and to help them academically motivates many mothers
to overcome illiteracy.” she said: noting that many seek
assistance from teachers or anyone capable of facilitating
the learning process.

Aqeel also explained that being unable to understand
written information encountered in daily life often
encourages individuals to learn reading and writing.

In addition she said the growing demand for employment
has become another important incentive for both men
and women to improve their educational qualifications.
She pointed outthat manyemployment opportunities now
require applicants to possess at least a General Secondary
Education Certificate (Tawjihi)¢ making educational
attainment a necessity for career advancement rather than
simply a means of improving financial circumstances.
)Digital Illiteracy: A Growing Challenge in the
Technological Age(

Aqeel said that while traditional illiteracy related to
reading and writing has declined: ithasbeenaccompanied
by the emergence of digital illiteracy: driven by rapid
technological transformation.

She explained that using modern applications and
electronic devices: understanding basic computer skills:
keeping pace with digital developments: and knowing
how to protect oneself online have become essential life
skills.

However: she warned that these requirements can place a
burden on individuals who lack access to modern devices
or cannot afford internet subscriptions and digital
services.

According to Aqeel: limited internet access and the cost
of digital services may widen the digital divide; making
digital literacy a challenge that extends far beyond simply
owning a smartphone or downloading applications.

She also warned that insufficient knowledge of digital
technologies leaves many users vulnerable to cyber
exploitation.

“This may include online blackmaili fraud: or
unauthorized access to personal files stored on electronic
devices due to a lack of awareness of digital security
practices:” she said.

As the digital world continues to expand: Aqeel stressed
that every individual must possess a minimum level of
digital literacy to protect personal data: preserve privacy:
and avoid becoming victims of online exploitation.

Artificial Intelligence Requires
a New Level of Digital Awareness

Aqeel said the rapid expansion of artificial intelligence
(AI) across multiple sectors has introduced additional
challenges. particularly with the growing availability of
technologies capable of producing highly convincing
visual and audio content that many people struggle to
distinguish from authentic material.

She warned that misuse of such technologies could
create serious problems: especially for individuals
who lack sufficient knowledge of modern digital
developments.

According to Agqeel: digital learning and digital
literacy have become urgent priorities—not only
to keep pace with technological change but also to
enable parents to understand the digital world their
children inhabit and to meet the evolving demands of
the labor market.

She concluded by emphasizing that addressing digital
illiteracy requires continuous learning and ongoing
adaptation to technological developments.

“Individuals must acquire the essential skills needed to
use digital devices: online platforms: the internet: and
artificial intelligence safely and effectively.” she said.
“Only then can societies reduce the risks associated
with limited digital knowledge and fully benefit from
technological progress.”

Conclusion

Jordan’s declining illiteracy rate represents a significant
educational achievement. but education leaders argue
that it marks the beginning—not the end—of a new
phase of reform. While the country has largely overcome
traditional literacy challenges: it now faces increasingly
complex issues related to digital competence: artificial
intelligence: critical thinking: innovation. and labor
market readiness.

Former education ministers Ibrahim Badran and Fayez
Al-Saudii together with education expert Abeer Aqeel
agree that future educational success will depend not
merely on increasing the number of graduates. but on
developing learners equipped with the knowledge:
practical skills; adaptability. and digital competencies
needed to thrive in an increasingly knowledge-based and
technology-driven global economy.
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Although Jordan’s illiteracy rate continued to decline:
reaching 4.5% in 2025, while the proportion of Jordanians
holding a General Secondary Education Certificate
(Tawjihi) or higher increased to 43.8%: according to the
latest figures released by the Department of Statistics:
these indicators raise questions that extend beyond the
numbers themselves. They prompt a broader discussion
about the challenges currently facing the education
system and whether these achievements have translated
into better learning outcomes and stronger preparation
of future generations for an increasingly competitive
world.
Astraditionalilliteracy continuestorecede: more complex
challenges have emerged. These include students’ ability
to read with comprehension: think critically. and analyze
information. alongside the growing phenomenon of
digital illiteracy resulting from insufficient technological
skills needed to function effectively in educational
and professional environments that are becoming
increasingly dependent on digital technologies.
At the same time: education systems face mounting
pressure to strengthen critical thinking: creativity. and
problem-solving skills while ensuring that educational
outcomes remain aligned with the rapidly changing
demands of the labor market. Maintaining and further
developing these educational gains has become a
challenge no less important than reducing illiteracy rates
themselves.

State and Society’s
Commitment to Education

Former Minister of Education Ibrahim Badran said that
illiteracy. in all its forms. has become one of the main
obstacles to the advancement of societies: stressing that
higher literacy levels increase society’s engagement
with information. knowledge: ideas and scientific
progress. He described Jordan’s decline in illiteracy to
approximately 4.5% as a positive indicator reflecting both
the country’s commitment to education and society’s
strong appreciation of learning.

Speaking to Sada Al-Shaab: Badran explained that the
decline in illiteracy reflects two key factors. The first is
Jordanian society’s commitment to educating children
from an early age: beginning in childhood and continuing
through school and beyond. The second is the state’s
sustained efforts to eradicate illiteracy.

He noted that the Ministry of Education: together with
numerous civil society organizations. continues to
implement literacy courses and educational programs:
adding that reaching such a low illiteracy rate represents
a significant national achievement and demonstrates
Jordan’s longstanding emphasis on education.

Badran said that reading has become increasingly
important in light of scientific and technological
progress. Many tasks that previously required citizens
to visit government offices or markets can now be
completed remotely through electronic correspondence
and digital services.

He added that reading has therefore become more than
a tool for learning. In the coming years. individuals who
cannot read may find themselves unable to communicate
effectively with others. interact with government
institutions. purchase goods and services: or complete
many routine transactions.

“Reading is no longer merely a basic educational skill;”
he said. “It has become an essential requirement for
participating in society and accessing public services.”

The Expanding Definition of Illiteracy

Commenting on the increasing percentage of Jordanians
holding secondary school certificates or higher
qualifications: Badran said this reflects the same positive
trend and demonstrates the high sociali cultural
and economic value that Jordanian society places on
education.

He noted that Jordanian families are often willing to
make significant financial sacrifices—including selling
personal property—to ensure that their children receive
a quality education: underscoring the central role
education occupies within Jordanian society.

According to Badran: this increase also reflects the state’s
commitment to providing educational opportunities
for people of all ages: enabling them to complete
secondary education and pursue higher studies: thereby
strengthening society’s overall capacity to engage with
knowledge and acquire new skills.

He explained that while reading and writing once
represented the primary battle against illiteracy: today’s
societies face multiple forms of illiteracy beyond basic
literacy.

Traditional writing illiteracy affects those unable to
write: while reading illiteracy affects those unable

to read. However. modern societies now face digital
illiteracy. which affects individuals who lack the ability to
use computers, digital devices; and modern technologies
effectively.

Badran also highlighted what he described as specialized
illiteracy. where individuals may work or study in a
specific field but possess only limited—or even no—
real knowledge related to their profession. Instead:
they merely imitate others without understanding the
underlying concepts or developments in their field.

He further referred to social illiteracy: describing it as
the inability to interact effectively within society or
communicate one’s ideas clearly.

“These different forms demonstrate that the concept of
illiteracy has expanded considerably.” he said. “Todayy it
extends far beyond the inability to read and write.”

Jordan: he added: remains among the few countries in
both the Arab world and internationally where society
places exceptional value on education. while the state
continues to prioritize education across all levels and
sectors.

The Problem Is Not the Lack
of Degrees. but the Lack of Skills

Addressing the transition from traditional illiteracy to
new forms of illiteracy. former Minister of Education
Ibrahim Badran said these emerging challenges are driven
by rapid global developments in science: technology:
economics: and other fields.

He explained that in the pasti vocational skills were
typically passed directly from a master craftsman or
specialist to an apprentice; and the learning process
ended once the skill had been acquired. Today. however:
every profession—whether simple or highly specialized—
is supported by extensive sources of knowledge: academic
research. technical publicationsc and continuous
innovation.

“It is no longer acceptable for someone to possess a
practical skill while remaining illiterate in the knowledge
related to that profession:” Badran said: stressing that
workers and professionals must continuously update
their expertise to keep pace with developments in their
respective fields.

He pointed to another important issue in Jordan: noting
that many people complete years of education without
acquiring practical skills.

According to Badran: some graduates leave school
lacking specialized: digital: vocational. entrepreneurial
or technical skills describing this as one of the country’s
most pressing educational challenges.

“The labor market today is looking for skills—not merely
certificates.” he said. “Skills come before degrees.”

He stressed that children should begin acquiring
practical skills from an early age: allowing them to study
academic subjects while simultaneously developing the
competencies required for employment and lifelong
learning. By the time they graduate from secondary
school or university: they should possess a diverse set of
practical and intellectual abilities.

Keeping Pace with Transformation

Badran said that the demands of each era determine
which skills become essential.

Thirty to fifty years ago: he explained: digital illiteracy
did not exist because society relied primarily on reading
and writing. Today. however. digital competence has
become an indispensable part of everyday life.

This reality: he said: requires education systems to evolve
continuously alongside scientific and technological
advances by integrating the skills needed to function
effectively in the modern world.

“The goal is no longer simply to transfer knowledge:” he
said. “Education must prepare individuals who can adapt
to change and acquire the skills required by scientific:
technologicali and economic developments.”

He emphasized that addressing emerging forms of
illiteracy requires viewing education as a lifelong and
continuously evolving process that equips individuals
with the knowledge and skills necessary for work:
technology: and daily life.

Confronting New Forms of Illiteracy

Former Minister of Education Fayez Al-Saudi said
Jordan’s declining illiteracy rate and the growing
proportion of citizens holding secondary education
certificates represent national achievements that deserve
recognition.

Speaking to Sada Al-Shaab. Al-Saudi said these
accomplishments are the result of a long educational
journey led by the Jordanian state since its establishment:
based on the conviction that investing in people yields

Former Education Minister
Ibrahim Badran

Illiteracy Is no longer limited
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keeping pace with modern
tfimes requires new SKills.

the highest and most sustainable returns.

He argued that investment in education generates
substantial economic: socialc and moral benefits.

“Every unit invested in education produces returns
equivalent to nine units across different measures.” he
said.

However: Al-Saudi stressed that these positive figures
should not merely be celebrated but should instead serve
as a starting point for a new phase of educational reform
aimed at preparing citizens capable of competing in the
knowledge economy and the digital age.

According to Al-Saudi¢ Jordan has largely won the battle
against traditional alphabetic illiteracy but now faces
more complex challenges: including functional illiteracy:
digital illiteracy. artificial intelligence illiteracy: learning
poverty. and unequal educational opportunities across
different regions of the Kingdom.

He noted that countries are no longer judged by the
number of schools. universitiesc or graduates they
produce.

“Today’s benchmark is the ability of graduates to think
critically. innovate: create knowledge: adapt to change:
master modern technologies: and respond to a rapidly
evolving labor market that increasingly values skills over
academic credentials.” he said.

Al-Saudi argued that the central question is no longer
how many students receive an education: but rather what
they learn. how they learn: why they learn. and whether
they acquire the skills required for the future.

He also stressed that students should be guided toward
educational pathways based on their abilities: interests:
and aptitudes rather than academic grades alone.

Educational Policies
Helped Reduce Illiteracy

Al-Saudi attributed Jordan’s progress to long-term
government policies that expanded compulsory
education: improved access to schools and universities:
promoted women’s education. implemented literacy
programs. and invested heavily in teacher training.
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1 killed, 8 injured In an
overnight Russian atiack on Kylv

o | ATl

YIV: One person was killed and

eight others injured in an overnight
Russian attack on Kyiv that included
ballistic missiles: local authorities said.
The attack began at around 1:30 a.m.
local time and continued for several
hours. with explosions echoing across
the capital.
The strikes sparked fires in five districts of
the city. damaging residential buildings:
office and industrial sites: a dormitory
and vehicles; according to Ukraine’s
State Emergency Service.
Rescue workers pulled four people
from a burning private home in
the Sviatoshynskyi districtc while
in the Shevchenkivskyi district they
rescued residents from a burning
three-story building. A fire in a

oy R

non-residential building was also
contained. One person was later
found dead.

Firefighters also responded to blazes
in the Solomyanskyi; Desnianskyi and
Dnipro districts.

Russia has launched several large-scale
attacks on Kyivin recent weeks as Ukraine
faces a shortage of Patriot air defense
missiles: which are its most effective
means of intercepting Russian ballistic
missiles. US President Donald Trump
has said he is prepared to grant Ukraine
licenses to produce Patriot interceptor
missiles: potentially bolstering Kyiv’s
defenses against Russian ballistic missile
attacks. However. the details and
timeline for implementing the decision
remain unclear.

Nigerian children pay the price for the Iran
War a$ malnutrition and poverty surge

OKOTO: Maryam Aminu was

hardly surprised when the last of
her six children was diagnosed with
malnutrition in April for a second time.
She was barely feeding the 18-month-old
regularly: let alone with nutritious foods.
Although the family in northwest
Nigeria has struggled with economic
hardship. their situation deteriorated
after February. when her husband:
Shehu Aminu lost his job as a taxi driver
due to a spike in the retail price of petrol
caused by the war in Iran.
“When she was diagnosed the second
time: even though I suspected it I was
sad and angry because I knew why.”
Aminu said in the living area of their
unvarnished two-bedroom house in the
quiet town of Kware: Sokoto: as ash from
the coal stove billowed into the room.
“Times are tough: and the food is not
consistent.”
Children relapsing into malnutrition
has become an increasingly common
occurrence in the state and across
northern Nigeria: according to local
health and aid workers. who cite knock-
on effects from the Iran war.
Northern Nigeria; one of the world’s
poorestregions: is already under pressure
from an insurgency crisis. Now: the
conflict in the Middle East has worsened
food security for millions of people living
in poverty: especially children.
At the same time: Nigerian President
Bola Tinubu’s vast economic reforms
sparked high inflation after fuel subsidies
were removed three years ago and the
currency was devalued. A World Bank
technical report this week stated that
139 million Nigerians are now poor or
vulnerable to poverty.
Ifthe war in the Middle East continues; up
to 23.4 million additional children could
fall into monetary poverty — meaning
a lack of income or consumption — by
the end of the year. the United Nations
children’s agency UNICEF said in a
report this week. It warned that at least
80 percent would be in Africa and Asia.
“Children are paying the price for the
escalating conflict in the Middle East:
including children far beyond the
region.” said UNICEF Executive Director
Catherine Russell. “The longer this
continues; the worse the consequences
will be.”
Amid the Iran war. the closure of the

Strait of Hormuz — through which a fifth
of the world’s oil and gas passed before
the war — sent a ripple effect across the
world. A worldwide fuel shock drove up
the prices of everything from gas and
groceries to fertilizer and airline tickets.

In Nigeria: fuel pump prices jumped
from 800 naira ($0.58) per liter in
February to 1:400 naira ($1.02) in April(
with a knock-on effect on the prices of
food and necessities.

US President Donald Trump has been
trying to force Iran to fully reopen the
route for months: turning to everything
from airstrikes and naval blockades to
negotiations and threats.

In Sokoto: where the soaring prices have
brought more hardship for families.
health workers told The Associated Press
that they’ve been seeing more children
returned to health facilities this year after
falling back into malnutrition.

At a hospital in Sokoto: records shared
with AP show nearly 40 children
previously treated for malnutrition
since February are currently under
treatment again. in addition to those not
documented.

“I am worried and sometimes angry
about the increasing numbers we are
seeing:” said health worker Halimah
Muhammad.

Beyond current realities: soaring prices
and economic hardship mean that
children in poor households are more
likely to be stunted in the long term
UNICEF’s Russell said in an interview
with the AP as she was visiting Sokoto
this week. “Their development will be
compromised. They are less likely to
stay in school because their parents are
under so much financial stress. So the
long-term implications for children are
absolutely terrible.” said Russell.

The war has also affected fertilizer
supplies and prices: threatening the
planting season and worsening the
fate of mostly farming communities in
northern Nigeria who have struggled
to access their farmlands amid a deadly
conflict with armed groups.

“I wake up every morning unhappy:
seeing I can no longer provide for my
family.” said Shehu Maryam’s husband.
“Then: 2.000 naira could buy you a
nutritious meal for the whole family.
Now: you need 5.000 naira to buy what
2,000 naira would buy.”
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US military launches new alrsirikes
t0 punish Iran for deaths of US troops

UBAIL:  The US

military said that it
carried out new airstrikes
against Iran on Sunday
to “swiftly punish” the
country’s Revolutionary
Guard after an attack on
a base in Jordan killed
two American service
members; leftonemissing
and four requiring
hospitalization.
The Central Command
said in a statement that
the airstrikes began at 6
p.m. ET (2200 GMT)
at President Donald
Trump’s direction.
“The strikes are designed
to  further  degrade
Iran’s ability to threaten
commercial shipping
in the Strait of Hormuz

and  swiftly  punish
Islamic ~ Revolutionary
Guard Corps forces
who launched attacks

against American service
members in Jordan last
night” it said: without
providing further details.
The waterway accounted
for roughly 20 percent of
global oil supplies before
the war. Iran effectively
closed the strait to
shipping traffic after the
war started with US and
Israeli strikes on Feb. 28.
As usuali Iran hit back at
US allies in the region:
targeting the base of the
Kurdistan Freedom Party
near Irbil with a drone
early Sunday. and also
two US bases in Kuwait
with kamikaze drones
before daybreak.
According to Iran’s stat
TV, Iran’s army carried
out “large-scale attacks
with kamikaze drones
against the US military’s
ammunition depot at
Camp Udairi and the
Patriot radar system and
air surveillance radar at
Ali Al Salem Air Base in
Kuwait.”

The new strikes came
after the US military
announced  its  first
troop deaths from direct
Iranian fire since the
opening days of the war:
following a drone and
missile attack on a base
in Jordan on Friday. The
dead were not identified:
and Central Command
didn’t offer any further
details on the deaths.
Since the war began: 16
US service members have
been killed and over 430
wounded.

The previous recorded
death of a US service
member was that of a
helicopter  pilot who
crashed in the Arabian
Sea earlier this month.

Early in the war. an
Iranian drone strike on
a command center in
Kuwait killed six soldiers.
One soldier died after an
attack on a base in Saudi
Arabia. Six were killed
when a refueling aircraft
crashed in Iraq.

US Defense Secretary Pete
Hegseth posted on X:
“Godspeed: heroes. Their
sacrifice only stiffens our
resolve.”

The US and Iran have
intensified attacks since
an interim ceasefire deal
signed a month ago fell
apart last week: raising
the possibility of a return
to all-out war.

Iran appeared to target
other US Gulf allies and
Jordan on Saturday after
US attacks on Iranian
bridges: power facilities
and other infrastructure.

Strikes target

southern Iran

Iran’s Mehr news agency
said the US carried out
an attack near Sirik in
southern Iran¢ adding
that no casualties or
damage to infrastructure
have been reported.

An area near Siriki on
the Strait of Hormuz
was targeted around
1:30 a.m. local time
according to  Iran’s
state-run  IRNA news
agency: which cited local
authorities in southern
Hormozgan province.

In the same province: a
location near Hajjiabad
was targeted and
explosions were heard in
Bandar Abbas: according
to IRNA. An area near
Qeshm  Island: which
is inside the strait. was
also targeted: according
to Iran’s  state-run
broadcaster IRIB.

On Saturday. Iranian
state media reported
that US airstrikes had
hit an electricity and
desalination plant

in Hormozgan and
damaged tunnels and
bridges: disrupting a

main highway toward
Bandar Abbas: the site
of Iran’s main port near
the narrowest part of the
strait.

Trump has threatened
to target Iran’s power
stations and bridges to
try to compel Tehran
to loosen its hold on
the Strait of Hormuz.
The US in the past week
also reimposed a naval
blockade on Iranian ports
to halt its shipments of
crude oili and the military
on Saturday said it had
redirected five ships and
disabled one since then.
Iranian authorities said
Saturday that at least 50
people have been killed
and more than 500
wounded in US strikes
in the past three weeks:
including eight killed in a
strike on a bridge Friday.

Strikes hit Iraq’s
Kurdish region

In neighboring Iraq: a
base of the Kurdistan
Freedom Party. an
Iranian Kurdish dissident
group: near Irbil was
struck by a drone early
Sunday: wounding eight
of its members: according
to Rebaz Sharific amilitary
official with the group.
Residents of Irbili the
capital of Iraq’s semi-
autonomous  northern
Kurdish  region: also
heard explosions from air
defenses early Sunday.
Irbil has been targeted by
drone attacks multiple
times over the past four
daysc which coincided
with a visit by new Iraqi
Prime Minister Ali Al-
Zaidi to Washington last
week and an ongoing
escalation between the US
and Iran.

No group has claimed
responsibility  for the
attacks; but in the past

both Iran and Iran-
backed Iraqi militias have
launched attacks in the
Kurdish region: where
both US troops and armed
Kurdish Iranian dissident
groups are present.

Iran’s supreme leader
warns of ‘unforgettable
lessons’

Minutes before the US
announced the troop
deaths earlier Saturday:
Iran’s supreme leader
warned of “unforgettable
lessons” if the US keeps
attacking the Islamic
Republic. The remarks
read out on state TV and
attributed to Mojtaba
Khamenei: still unseen
since the war began:
called President Donald
Trump’s signature
“worthless and invalid.”
AnlIranian negotiator said
Tehran was suspending
its commitments to the
interim deal signed about
amonth ago and aimed at
permanently ending the
fighting.

Tehran’s declarations
snapped another fragile
thread as the war shows
no end in sight. Now
Khamenei  warns  of
“lessons” not only from
Iran but also its armed
proxies in the region
calling them the “Axis
of Resistance.” The US
issued a global travel alert
over the rising tensions.
The battle has focused
on control of the
Strait of Hormuz. The
widening strikes now
threaten civilians and
infrastructure; including
desalination plants for
drinking water. while the
global economy again is
on alert.

The US has violated its
commitments under the
deal and now Iran is “no
longer implementing
them.” Kazem
Gharibabadi Iran’s
deputy foreign minister:
told state TV.

There was no new word
on mediation efforts.

EIRUT:

Lebanese

President Joseph
Aoun will make his first
trip to the White House
this week to present a
plan to US President
Donald Trump on
how to disarm Iran-
backed militant group
Hezbollah and secure
Israel’s withdrawal from
Lebanon.

Aouni who served as
the commander of
Lebanon’s  US-backed
army  before  being
elected president last

year, is the first Lebanese
head of state in nearly 20
years to visit the White
House: where he will
meet Trump face-to-
face for the first time.
Tuesday’s meeting comes
at a crucial moment
for  Lebanon: Israeli
troops are occupying a
swathe of the country’s
southc hundreds  of
thousands of Lebanese
remain displaced
following Israeli strikes
and  Hezbollah  has
firmly  rejected  the

government’s direct
talks with Israel — and
efforts by the state to
strip it of its arms. In
comments  published
by his office last week:
Aoun said he would
ask Trump to “exert the
necessary pressure on
Israel” to implement a
US-brokered June 26

agreement between
Lebanon and Israel.
That deal aims to

disarm Hezbollah: see
a  progressive Israeli
troop withdrawal and

Lebanon’s Aoun to meet Trump at White
House, hoping to generate pressure on Israel

set the stage for peaceful
ties between the two

countries.

A Lebanese  official
said Aoun  would
present Trump with

a written proposal on
how to decommission

Hezbollah’s massive
arsenal. The  official
said  Aoun  believes
only Trump possesses
the leverage needed

to pressure Israel to
withdraw its troops and
help Lebanon restore its
sovereignty.
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Arab Potash and Jordan Phosphate Mines Launch Parinership
[0 EStablish lﬂllll Industrial Complex | lll Aqaba and Al-Shidiyah

mman
The Arab Potash Company
and the Jordan Phosphate Mines
Company announced on Sunday
the signing of a partnership
agreement to develop a joint
industrial complex project in Agaba
and Al-Shidiyah and to establish
the Jordanian Advanced Company
for Specialized Fertilizer Industries
for this purpose.
In a statement; the two companies
said that the project represents a
practical extension of the growth
strategy for the fertilizer and
petrochemical  sectors: through
the development of advanced
downstream industries that rely
on the integration of potash and

opens new horizons for developing

the mining sector and related
chemical industriesc and increases

phosphate inputs. The project aims
to produce specialized: high-value-
added products: thereby enhancing
the competitiveness of Jordanian
industry in regional and global
markets.

The project aims to establish an
integrated industrial complex in
Aqaba and Al-Shidiyah enabling
the development of a complete
industrial value chain that begins
with the extraction and processing
of raw materials; extending to
manufacturing and export. This
will enhance the utilization of

national natural resources and
increase the contribution of
downstream industries to the

economy. The Chairman of the
Board of Directors of the Jordan
Phosphate Mines Company: Dr.
Mohammad Al-Thneibat; explained
that industrial integration between
the phosphate and potash sectors

their contribution to the GDP. He
indicated that this joint investment
represents a strong foundation for
developing future industrial projects
based on added value and the
integration of national resources.

For his part. the Chairman of the
Board of Directors of the Jordan
Potash Company. Eng. Shehadeh
Abu  Hudeib: said that this
partnership establishes a new phase
of strategic cooperation between
the Kingdom's major mining
companies. He explained that the
joint industrial complex reflects
the two companies' commitment to
developing advanced downstream
and derivative industries thatachieve
the highest possible economic value
for national resources and contribute
to enhancing long-term operational
and financial sustainability: in line
with the objectives of the economic
modernization vision. For his part:

the CEO of Arab Potash Company:
Dr. Maan Al-Nassour: affirmed
that the project represents an
advanced practical application of
the growth strategy for the fertilizer
and derivative chemicals sector for
the years 20242034-. The project
is based on flexible and carefully
considered  operational  visions
that keep pace with rapid changes:
aiming to achieve a delicate balance
between sustainable profitability
and managing the risks of global
markets. It also enables a well-
planned expansion in derivative
industries and specialty fertilizers.
ensuring product diversification
and efficient penetration of key
international markets.

He explained that the project
aligns with the objectives of the
economic modernization vision:
which places particular emphasis
on developing the mining and
chemical industries¢ raising the
level of industrial integration: and
enhancing the contribution of

these sectors to economic growth.
It is also expected to constitute a
qualitative step in the transition
from exporting raw materials to
developing advanced industries
with high added value/ thus
strengthening Jordan's position
as a regional hub for specialty
chemical industries. For his part
the CEO of the Jordan Phosphate
Mines Company (JPMC). Eng.
Abdul Wahab Al-Rawad: affirmed
that this project represents a
significant milestone in the journey
of cooperation and industrial
integration between the Kingdom's
major mining companies. He
pointed out that the new industrial
complex will enhance national
export capabilities and increase the
flexibility of production processes:
thus contributing to achieving
sustainable economic value
and rewarding returns for both
companies.

He added that the project reflects
JPMC and the Arab Potash
Company's commitment to
developing specialized fertilizer
industries related to phosphate

phosphoric  acid¢ and potash:
leveraging the latest industrial
technologies and  accumulated

expertise. This will open new
horizons for downstream industries:
strengthen Jordan's integration into
global value chains: and keep pace
with the rapid transformations in
the agricultural and food security
sectors, thereby solidifying the
Kingdom's position as a reliable
supplier of specialized fertilizers in
regional and international markets.

News

JEDCO Launches New Phase
of its Rural Development and
Employment Programs

mman
The Jordan Enterprise Development
Corporation (JEDCO) launched on Sunday
the third phase of its Rural Economic
Development and Employment Program:
REGEP UP: with $15 million of the $48 million
total funding from the International Fund for
Agricultural Development (IFAD). JEDCO
also launched the SIGHT 2 project which
focuses on investment in small ruminants and
lifting rural families out of poverty: with $36
million in funding.
During the launch ceremony: Minister of
Agriculture Dr. Saeb Khraisat stated that
investing in rural areas contributes to the
sustainability of natural resources. water. and
soili as most farmers reside in rural areas.
He added that the projects implemented
in partnership with IFAD went through
several stages and faced challenges related to
convincing beneficiaries and finding partners:
but they have culminated in tangible success
on the ground. He noted that the agricultural
sector was the fastest growing sector last year:
demonstrating its vitality and importance as a
pillar of the national economy: pointing out
the self-sufficiency rate for agricultural crops.
Reachingover 61 percent: thisconfirmsJordan's
food security despite importing approximately
97 percent of the Kingdom's grain needs.
For his part: the Executive Director of JEDCO:
Ghaleb Hijazi¢ stated that the program reflects
the Jordanian government's commitment to
promoting rural development: supporting
the agricultural sector. empowering local
communities; and establishing a partnership
and integration approach among various
national institutions.
He emphasized that launching the new
phase of the Rural Economic Development
and Employment Program builds upon the
successes of previous phases and embodies
the effective partnership between the Jordanian
government and IFAD. aiming to enhance
economic development in rural areas( reduce
poverty. improve food security. and expand
economic opportunities for youth women:
and entrepreneurs.
He explained that the program will be
implemented over six years through the
organizationi in cooperation with several
partners from the public and private sectors
and civil society organizations: ensuring
a sustainable developmental impact in the
targeted communities.

Minister oi Energy Emphasizes the Importance
oi Fostering a Creative Work Environment

mman

Minister of Energy and
Mineral Resourcess  Dr.
Saleh  Kharabsheh: affirmed
the Ministry's commitment
to fostering a creative work
environment by encouraging

employees to propose
viable initiatives and ideas.
He noted that innovation

and  entrepreneurship  are
fundamental pillars of the
organizational culture:
representing a  sustainable
approach  to  performance
development and service quality
improvement.

According to a statement issued
by the Ministry of Energy on
Sunday. Kharabsheh: during
his patronage of the ceremony
honoring the Innovation and
Participation Team: winners of
the Innovative Idea Award for
the second cycle (20232024- ).
highlighted the importance of
supporting innovative ideas at
alllevels. He explained their role
in optimizing time and effort:
developing work mechanisms:
and enhancing performance
efficiency across all Ministry
operations.
He stated

that honoring

innovators reflects the Ministry's

dedication to  establishing
a culture of excellence and
motivating employees to offer
innovative  solutions  that
contribute to  streamlining
procedures: increasing work
efficiency. and enhancing the
quality of government services.
For his part. the Head of the
Knowledge Management and
Innovation  Department at
the Ministry. Engineer Omar
Barqawi. explained that the
award came as a result of
launching an internal training
program for employees entitled
“Innovative  Administrator.”
supported by the Jordanian-
German Energy Partnership
Project. The program was
designed according to the
methodology adopted by the
King Abdullah II Center for

Excellence and the Global
Institute for Innovation
Management.  to develop

employees' capabilities in the
field of institutional innovation
and to develop practical
solutions to the challenges
facing the Ministry. He noted
that 15 employees from various
directorates within the Ministry

participated in the program.

He pointed out that the
“Creative” team: comprising
geologist ~ Ali  Al-Samadi

geologist Dima Atiyat. Tahani
Zeidan. Ghada Hamed: and
engineer Hanin Saeed: won

for their project “Mineral
Exploration Using Remote
Sensing.” The project offers

innovative  solutions  that
support exploration activities
and contribute to enhancing the
efficiency of national resource
investment.

Al-Samadi  presented  an
overview of the winning project
its implementation phases
estimated costc and proposed
timeline: highlighting the most
significant expected outcomes
and its impact on supporting
exploration and  mining
activities.

Engineer Ibrahim Al-Sharari
was honored for the “Ejarti”
project: an electronic system
that aims to regulate leasing
operations in the energy sector:
in a way that preserves the rights
of owners: tenants and partners.
and enhances the real estate
investment environment related
to the sector in the Kingdom.

The Strait of Hormuz...
was it the bullet that

pierced the wall of the
- agreement?

Khaled Khazer Al-Khrisha

The Strait of Hormuz crisis has proven that
any political agreement remains fragile if it is
not reflected in the security of navigation and
the freedom of international trade. Whenever
tensions escalate in Hormuz: doubts resurface
about the future of the agreement: oil prices rise
and anxieties intensify in global markets.

The Strait of Hormuz has become more than
just a waterway in the heart of the Gulf; it has
become the compass by which the success or
failure of any agreement between Washington
and Tehran is measured. With every threat to
close it or restrict navigation through it: it seems
as if a political bullet pierces the fragile wall of
trust between the two sides: returning the world
to a state of escalation. While the agreement
may have temporarily halted the military
confrontationi Hormuz revealed that true peace
is not measured by the signing of documents;
but by the ability of the parties to guarantee the
security of international waterways and not use
them as bargaining chips in regional conflicts.
The Strait of Hormuz is considered the trigger
thatcouldigniteawarinthe Middle East. Located
between Iran to the north and Oman to the souths
it connects the Arabian Gulf to the Gulf of Oman
and then to the open ocean. At its narrowest
point: it is only about 33 kilometers wide: but
its importance far exceeds its geographical size.
As the saying goes: whoever controls the Strait
of Hormuz holds the keys to the global energy
market. Approximately 20% of the world's oil
passes through the strait daily, amounting to
roughly 17 to 20 million barrels per day exported
from the Gulf states. But why does the world
fear its closure? Because it is the lifeline of global
oil exports: and the countries that rely on it for
their exports are Iran, Saudi Arabia; the United
Arab Emirates; Qatar, Kuwait, and Iraq.

Every time tensions escalate in the Middle East
the name of the Strait of Hormuz resurfaces as
one of the most dangerous geopolitical points
in the world. This narrow waterway separating
the coasts of Iran and Oman is not merely a
passage for ships; it is a vital artery through which
a significant portion of the global economy
flows. The danger of this strait lies in the fact
that it represents virtually the only gateway
for oil exports from the Arabian Gulf states to
global markets. Millions of barrels of oil pass
through this waterway daily. heading towards
Asia Europe: and America originating from
countries such as Saudi Arabia: the United Arab
Emirates; Kuwait; Iraqi and Qatar. Therefore:
any threat to close it is not merely a regional
issue: but a global crisis that could shake energy
markets and the international economy.

For this reason: the Iranian threat to close the
strait is causing widespread concern in world
capitals. Tehran is well aware that this strategic
location gives it significant leverage against its
adversaries: especially given the ongoing conflict
with the United States and escalating tensions
with Israel. Hence: the strait often becomes part
of the political and military deterrence equation
in the region.

Therefore: the Strait of Hormuz remains one
of the world's most dangerous flashpoints.
It is geographically narrow: yet its political
economicc and military influence is vast. In a
region already reeling from successive crises: the
mere act of threats could plunge the world into an
unprecedented energy crisis and potentially a
wider military confrontation. Thus: discussing
the Strait of Hormuz is not merely a geographical
or economic analysis; it is a discussion of the key
to global stability: or the spark that could ignite
a major war in the Middle East.

Every time tensions escalate in the Middle East
the most pressing question in international
politics resurfaces: What if Iran were to close the
Strait of Hormuz? This narrow waterway: which
on a map appears to be simply a stretch of water
between two landmasses is in reality the world's
most vital energy artery. and any disruption
to it could upend the balance of economic and
political power within days.

However: the great paradox is that closing the
Strait of Hormuz would not only harm the
world: but would also affect the countries of
the region themselves including Iran. Gulf
economies rely heavily on oil exports through
this waterway: and any prolonged disruption
to shipping would lead to enormous economic
losses that could destabilize the entire region.
Ultimately: the question is no longer: Will the
world head towards a new crisis in the Strait of
Hormuz? Rather: it has become: Where is the
Strait of Hormuz itself headed? Will it remain
an international waterway governed by the rules
of navigation and international law: or will it
become a political and military bargaining chip
used whenever the confrontation between major
powers intensifies? Certainly.
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Aqaba Ports System Handles
13.3 Million Tons of
Cargo in First Hali of Year

qaba

Data on cargo handling at Agqaba's
port and logistics facilities shows that
approximately 13.3 million tons of cargo
were handled during the first half of this
year. compared to about 11.83 million tons
during the same period last year: representing
a 12% increase. According to the statistical
report issued by the Aqaba Special Economic
Zone Authority and the Aqaba Development
Corporation( the Aqaba Multipurpose Portled
the port system in terms of growth during this
period: with total cargo handled increasing by
61%: from approximately 2.23 million tons
to about 3.58 million tons. This growth was
driven by a 53% increase in grain handling
to over 2.05 million tons a 22% increase in
miscellaneous cargo:. a 25% increase in roll-
on/roll-off cargo (Ro-Ro) by ton( and a
40% increase in livestock (Ro-Ro) by ton: in
addition tohandling 468.600 tons of bulk sugar
during the period. The Agaba Multipurpose
Port recorded strong performance during the
second quarter of this year. with cargo traffic
increasing by 97% compared to the second
quarter of 2015 reaching approximately 2.29
million tons. Total cargo handled through
the oil terminal also increased by 53%: from
approximately 1.44 million tons to over 2.20
million tons: with the main increases being
in gasoline (75%): diesel (32%): and crude
oil (21%). At the passenger terminal; cargo
handling increased by 23 percent to reach
737.000 tons. while the number of roll-on/
roll-off (Ro-Ro) trucks rose by 14 percent.

Agricultural Re

management;
security in Jordan.

earch Center and University of

Florida Explore Cooperation in Smart Agriculture

1-Balqa - The National Center for

Agricultural Research (NCAR)
and the University of Florida: in
partnership with the University
of Jordan: explored opportunities
to develop research collaboration
in agricultural modeling, smart

agriculture, and decision support
tools. This collaboration aims to
enhance the resilience of agricultural
systems to climate change: improve
the efficiency of natural resource
and  bolster

food

Zarqa: Unfit Foodstuffs Sei
Zarqa

The Public Safety Committee in
Zarqa Governorate conducted an
intensive inspection tour of several
food establishments: resulting in
the detection of violations and the
initiation of necessary legal and
administrative
the offending establishments. in

"

zed an Destroyed

coordination with the relevant
regulatory  authorities.  Acting
Governor of Zarqar Muhyiddin
Al-Adwan; told the Jordan News
Agency (Petra) that the committee's
inspection tour over the past two days
resulted in the destruction of 283.5
kilograms of meat and food products
unfit for human consumption.

measures against

Agaba Company: Continues to implement handling operations according to usual operational Dlﬂlﬂ

overnment denies
evacuation of Agaba airport or port

© Three Iranian missiles were intercepted and shot down,
while a iourth fell in a remote area.

mman

Minister of Government
Communications and
Spokespersoni Dr. Mohammad
Momanic confirmed that no

evacuation orders have been issued
by the relevant authorities at Aqaba
Airport or the port.

Inapress statement on Sunday: Dr.
Momani said that King Hussein
International Airport and the port
in Aqaba are operating normally:
and there are no potential risks

requiring warnings from the
relevant Jordanian authorities.
He indicated that operations

are proceeding as normal in
accordance with pre-established
procedures: which include the
immediate sounding of warning
sirens.

Dr. Momani emphasized that
no potential threats have been
recorded by the relevant Jordanian
authorities in the past few hours.

eneral of the Agaba Ports

i

Management and  Operation
Company:. confirmed that the
company is continuing its handling
operations according to its usual
operational plans.

In a statement to the Jordan News
Agency (Petra)c Khleifat said
that five ships are currently at the

port's docks undergoing handling

operations.

A responsible military source
at the General Command of the
Jordanian Armed Forces — the
Arab Army - stated that air defense
systems intercepted and shot
down three out of four Iranian
missiles targeting the Kingdom's
territory. The fourth missile landed
in a remote area in the south of
the Kingdom: far from populated
areas.

The source indicated that the
incident resulted in no casualties or
material damage: confirming that
Royal Engineering Corps teams
immediately began securing the
missile's impact site according to
established technical and security
procedures.

The source emphasized that the
Jordanian Armed Forces - the Arab

He added that all port operations
are continuing efficiently and
smoothly thanks to the readiness
of the operational staff and their
continuous  performance  of
their duties around the clock.

Army - continue to monitor the
Kingdom's airspace at the highest
level of readiness and will deal
firmly with any threat targeting the
Kingdom's security and the safety
of its citizens.

Q. Mahmoud Khleifat; Director
G

The Strait of Hormuz...
was it the bullet that
pierced the wall of the
agreement?

Khaled Khazer Al-Khrisha

The second phase of “Capacity
Building on Climate-Smart
Agriculture” Launches in Dhiban

Princess Alia Inaugurates Gymnasium and Classroom
Building at Princess Alia University College

h a alt " - B Madaba - The second phase of a
l,llel'al'y Evenlng Her Royal Highness i w ')y e capacity-building program for

= = Princess Alia bint Al Hussein I ¥ local associations and organizations on

and Short s“’ry Reaﬂl“gs Irbid inaugurated  the  newly | ! climate-smart agriculture technologies was
he Al-Jiyad Forum for Culture and renovated gymnasium  at launched on Sunday in the Dhiban district
Development: in cooperation with Princess  Alia  University of Madaba Governorate. This program falls

the Adwaa Al-Sharq Tourism Association
and the Yarmouk River Association for
Development and Culture; organized a
short story evening at the Artists' Club in

College. affiliated with Al-
Balga Applied University: on
Sunday. The renovation cost
280:000 Jordanian dinars.

under the “Building Resilience to Climate
Change in Jordan through Improved Water
Use Efficiency in the Agricultural Sector
(BRCC]J)” project: implemented by the Food

Irbid yesterday evening. The event hosted a During the inauguration: and Agriculture Organization of the United
selection of short story writers from Amman. which was attended by the Nations (FAO).
and was attended by writers. authors, and university  president: Dr. The program is part of efforts to strengthen

Ahmed Fakhri Al-Ajlouni the capacities of civil society organizations
and empower them to contribute to
supporting sustainable agricultural

development and enhancing the ability of

those interested in cultural affairs.
The evening was part of ongoing efforts to Her Royal Highness listened

promote literary activity and build bridges of to a presentation by the
communication between creative individuals president about the project and

and advanced
environment.
Additional construction work

commemorative plaque for the
building and received a briefing
on its construction phases.

learning

across the Kingdom's governorates. During its implementation phases. The buildinge which cost was also carried out at the local communities to adapt to the impacts
the evening: which she moderated: writer Her Royal Highness toured 1,835,697 Jordanian dinars college at a cost of 825,306 of climate change.

Sahar Mughayreh emphasized that the short the college facilities: inspected to  construct: represents a Jordanian dinars; as part of Dr. Samia Akroush: a policy and education
story remains capable of resonating with several projectss and then significant addition to the the university's ongoing efforts expert at the FAO, presented an overview of
humanity and expressing its issues through inaugurated the classroom college's infrastructure, to develop its facilities and the BRCC]J project: outlining its objectives
concise language and profound artistic vision. building. She unveiled the contributing to a modern enhance its infrastructure. and main themes: and its role in enhancing

water use efficiency in the agricultural
sector: supporting climate-smart agricultural
practices. and building the capacities of local
communities and civil society organizations.
This contributes to strengthening resilience to
the impacts of climate change and achieving
sustainable agricultural development.

This phase builds upon the success of the first

Two students from Talila win top prizes
In the Kingdom on the “Dersel” platiorm

afila in the seventh-grade category in  Tafila. Imran  Al- o o phase of the program.

The Tafila  Education on the “Dersel” educational Lasasmeh. affirmed that this , & f’ The training focuses on equipping
Directorate honored students platform. This new educational achievement embodies the ’:’Jl.ﬂ = participants with practical knowledge
Raghad Jihad Al-Shabatat from achievement  reflects  the advanced level reached by the " !f"' . and skills in climate-smart agriculture and

students of the directorate's
schools and is the fruit of
the integrated efforts of
students. teachers. school
administrations. and parents.

Khawla Bint Al-Azwar Basic
Mixed School and Ahmed
Ibrahim Al-Sawalqa from Arafa
Basic School for Boys after they
won first place in the Kingdom

excellence of the governorate's t e
students and their ability to

compete in national educational
programs.

The Director of Education

sustainable water management. along with
planning and implementing local initiatives
to enhance the resilience oflocal communities
to climate challenges.
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